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A Wolf Called 
Wander 

Parry, Rosanne 4.3 

A New York Times bestseller 
 
"Don't miss this dazzling tour de force."τKatherine Applegate, 
Newbery Medal winning author of The One and Only Ivan 
 
This gripping novel about survival and family is based on the 
real story of one wolf's incredible journey to find a safe place 
to call home. Illustrated throughout, this irresistible tale by 
award-winning author Rosanne Parry is for fans of Sara 
Pennypacker's Pax and Katherine Applegate's The One and 
Only Ivan. 
 
Swift, a young wolf cub, lives with his pack in the mountains 
learning to hunt, competing with his brothers and sisters for 
hierarchy, and watching over a new litter of cubs. Then a rival 
pack attacks, and Swift and his family scatter. 
 
Alone and scared, Swift must flee and find a new home. His 
journey takes him a remarkable one thousand miles across the 
Pacific Northwest. The trip is full of peril, and Swift encounters 
forest fires, hunters, highways, and hunger before he finds his 
new home. 
 
Inspired by the extraordinary true story of a wolf named OR-7 
(or Journey), this irresistible tale of survival invites readers to 
experience and imagine what it would be like to be one of the 
most misunderstood animals on earth. This gripping and 
appealing novel about family, courage, loyalty, and the natural 
world is for fans of Fred Gipson's Old Yeller and Katherine 
Applegate's Endling. 
 
Includes black-and-white illustrations throughout and a map 
as well as information about the real wolf who inspired the 
novel. 

  



 

Three Bird 
Summer 

St. Antoine, Sara 4.6 

An introspective boy and an adventurous girl uncover a 
poignant family mystery during a summer on the shores of 
Three Bird Lake. For as long as he can remember, Adam and 
his parents have spent their summers at his grandmother's 
rustic cabin on Three Bird Lake. But this year will be different. 
There will be no rowdy cousins running around tormenting 
Adam. There will be no Uncle John or Aunt Jean. And there'll 
be no Dad to fight with Mom. This year, the lake will belong 
just to Adam. But then Adam meets Alice, the girl next door, 
who seems to want to become friends. Alice looks just like the 
aloof, popular girls back homeτwhat could he and she 
possibly have in common? Turns out, Alice isn't like the girls 
back home. She's frank, funny, and eager for adventure. And 
when Adam's grandma starts to leave strange notes in his 
roomτnotes that hint at a hidden treasure somewhere at the 
lake and a love from long agoτAlice is the one person he can 
rely on to help solve the mysteries of Three Bird Lake. 

 

The Lemonade 
Crime 

Davies, Jacqueline 4.5 

Following the laws of our legal system, Evan and Jessie's 
fourth grade class concocts a courtroom on the playground, 
putting Scott Spencer, alleged thief, on trial. They create a 
legitimate courtroomτwith a judge, witnesses, a jury of their 
peersτand surprising consequences. 
 
As she explores the difficulties of fairness, Jacqueline Davies 
once again reveals how good she is at understanding the 
complex emotions of children this age. 

  



 

Race to the Sun Roanhorse, 
Rebecca 

4.6 

Lately, seventh grader Nizhoni Begay has been able to detect 
monsters, like that man in the fancy suit who was in the 
bleachers at her basketball game. Turns out he's Mr. Charles, 
her dad's new boss at the oil and gas company, and he's 
alarmingly interested in Nizhoni and her brother, Mac, their 
Navajo heritage, and the legend of the Hero Twins. Nizhoni 
knows he's a threat, but her father won't believe her. When 
Dad disappears the next day, leaving behind a message that 
says "Run!", the siblings and Nizhoni's best friend, Davery, are 
thrust into a rescue mission that can only be accomplished 
with the help of Diné Holy People, all disguised as quirky 
characters. Their aid will come at a price: the kids must pass a 
series of trials in which it seems like nature itself is out to kill 
them. If Nizhoni, Mac, and Davery can reach the House of the 
Sun, they will be outfitted with what they need to defeat the 
ancient monsters Mr. Charles has unleashed. But it will take 
more than weapons for Nizhoni to become the hero she was 
destined to be . . . Timeless themes such as the importance of 
family and respect for the land resonate in this funny, fast-
paced, and exciting quest adventure set in the American 
Southwest. 

  



 

The Benefits of 
Being an Octopus 

Braden, Ann 4.9 

Named an NPR Best Book of 2018 
Named to the Bank Street List for Best Children's Books of 
2019 
Named to the Vermont Dorothy Canfield Fisher List 
Named to the Maine's Student Book Award List 
Named to the Rhode Island Middle School Book Award 2020 
List 
2020 Oklahoma Sequoyah Book Award Nominee 
Some people can do their homework. Some people get to 
have crushes on boys. Some people have other things they've 
got to do. 
Seventh-grader Zoey has her hands full as she takes care of 
her much younger siblings after school every day while her 
mom works her shift at the pizza parlor. Not that her mom 
seems to appreciate it. At least there's Lenny, her mom's 
boyfriendτthey all get to live in his nice, clean trailer. 
At school, Zoey tries to stay under the radar. Her only friend 
Fuchsia has her own issues, and since they're in an entirely 
different world than the rich kids, it's best if no one notices 
them. 
Zoey thinks how much easier everything would be if she were 
an octopus: eight arms to do eight things at once. Incredible 
camouflage ability and steady, unblinking vision. Powerful 
protective defenses. 
Unfortunately, she's not totally invisible, and one of her 
teachers forces her to join the debate club. Even though Zoey 
resists participating, debate ultimately leads her to see things 
in a new way: her mom's relationship with Lenny, Fuchsia's 
situation, and her own place in this town of people who think 
they're better than her. Can Zoey find the courage to speak 
up, even if it means risking the most stable home she's ever 
had? 
This moving debut novel explores the cultural divides around 
class and the gun debate through the eyes of one girl, living on 
the edges of society, trying to find her way forward. 

  



 

The Mystery of 
Black Hollow Lane 

Nobel, Julia 4.4 

The first in an exciting new series, this suspenseful debut 
brings readers on a journey filled with secrets, mystery, and 
unforgettable characters. 
 
With a dad who disappeared years ago and a mother who's a 
bit too busy to parent, Emmy is shipped off to Wellsworth, a 
prestigious boarding school in England, where she's sure she 
won't fit in. 
 
But then she finds a box of mysterious medallions in the attic 
of her homeτmedallions that belonged to her father. Her 
father who may have gone to Wellsworth. 
 
When she arrives at school, she finds the strange symbols 
from the medallions etched into walls and books, which leads 
Emmy and her new friends, Jack and Lola, to Wellsworth's 
secret society: The Order of Black Hollow Lane. Emmy can't 
help but think that the society had something to do with her 
dad's disappearance, and that there may be more than just 
dark secrets in the halls of Wellsworth... 

 

Smack Dab in the 
Middle of Maybe 

Hackl, Jo Watson 4.7 

Eleven days. Thirteen clues. And one kid who won't give up. 
Smack Dab in the Middle of Maybe is "part treasure hunt, part 
wilderness adventure, and all heart."τAlan Gratz, New York 
Times Bestselling author of Refugee 
How far would you go to find something that might not even 
exist? 
All her life, Cricket's mama has told her stories about a secret 
room painted by a mysterious artist. Now Mama's run off, and 
Cricket thinks the room might be the answer to getting her to 
come back. If it exists. And if she can find it. 
Cricket's only clue is a coin from a grown-over ghost town in 
the woods. So with her daddy's old guidebook and a coat full 
of snacks stolen from the Cash 'n' Carry, Cricket runs away to 
find the room. Surviving in the woods isn't easy. While Cricket 
camps out in an old tree house and looks for clues, she meets 
the last resident of the ghost town, encounters a poetry-loving 
dog (who just might hold a key to part of the puzzle), and 
discovers that sometimes you have to get a little lost . . . to 
really find your way. 

  



 

Curious George 
Discovers Germs 

Rey, H.A. 4.6 

In this exciting new Curious George series all about discovery, 
George comes down with a cold and can't wait to feel better. 
In the meantime, it's straight to bed for this monkey. But 
when George drifts to sleep, his dreams take him on a wild 
ride inside the body to learn all about germs, how they affect 
us, and how to avoid and get rid of them. Based on the Emmy-
winning PBS show, this story is filled to the brim with 
additional facts, real photos, experiments, activities, and 
more. Learning about science has never been so much fun! 

 

Your Respiratory 
System Works! 

Brett, Flora 4.4 

The respiratory system is the breathing control center of the 
body. With engaging text, fun facts, and infographics, learn 
how oxygen goes from your lungs to your cells. 

  



 

What If It's Us Albertalli, Becky 4.0 

ARTHUR is only in New York for the summer, but if Broadway 
has taught him anything, it's that the universe can deliver a 
showstopping romance when you least expect it. 
 
BEN thinks the universe needs to mind its business. If the 
universe had his back, he wouldn't be on his way to the post 
office carrying a box of his ex-boyfriend's things. 
 
But when Arthur and Ben meet-cute at the post office, what 
exactly does the universe have in store for them . . . ? 
 
Maybe nothing. After all, they get separated. 
 
Maybe everything. After all, they get reunited. 
 
But what if they can't nail a first date even after three do-
overs? 
 
What if Arthur tries too hard to make it work and Ben doesn't 
try hard enough? 
 
What if life really isn't like a Broadway play? 
 
But what if it is? 
 
What if it's us? 

 

The Vanishing Stair Johnson, Maureen 4.8 

The Truly Devious caseτan unsolved kidnapping and triple 
murder that rocked Ellingham Academy in 1936τhas 
consumed Stevie for years. It's the very reason she came to 
the academy. But then her classmate was murdered, and her 
parents quickly pull her out of school. For her safety, they say. 
She must move past this obsession with crime. 
 
Stevie's willing to do anything to get back to Ellingham, be 
back with her friends, and solve the Truly Devious case. Even if 
it means making a deal with the despicable Senator Edward 
King. And when Stevie finally returns, she also returns to 
David: the guy she kissed, and the guy who lied about his 
identityτEdward King's son. 
 
But larger issues are at play. Where did the murderer hide? 
What's the meaning of the riddle Albert Ellingham left behind? 
And what, exactly, is at stake in the Truly Devious affair? The 
Ellingham case isn't just a piece of historyτit's a live wire into 
the present. 

  



 

Miles Morales: 
Spider-Man 

Reynolds, Jason 4.9 

"Everyone gets mad at hustlers, especially if you're on the 
victim side of the hustle. And Miles knew hustling was in his 
veins." Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Dinner 
every Sunday with his parents, chilling out playing old-school 
video games with his best friend, Ganke, crushing on brainy, 
beautiful poet Alicia. He's even got a scholarship spot at the 
prestigious Brooklyn Visions Academy. Oh yeah, and he's 
Spider Man. But lately, Miles's spidey-sense has been on the 
fritz. When a misunderstanding leads to his suspension from 
school, Miles begins to question his abilities. After all, his dad 
and uncle were Brooklyn jack-boys with criminal records. 
Maybe kids like Miles aren't meant to be superheroes. Maybe 
Miles should take his dad's advice and focus on saving himself. 
As Miles tries to get his school life back on track, he can't 
shake the vivid nightmares that continue to haunt him. Nor 
can he avoid the relentless buzz of his spidey-sense every day 
in history class, amidst his teacher's lectures on the historical 
"benefits" of slavery and the importance of the modern-day 
prison system. But after his scholarship is threatened, Miles 
uncovers a chilling plot, one that puts his friends, his 
neighborhood, and himself at risk. It's time for Miles to suit 
up. 

 

Opposite of Always Reynolds, Justin A. 4.3 

When Jack and Kate meet at a party, bonding until sunrise 
over their mutual love of Froot Loops and their favorite flicks, 
Jack knows he's fallingτhard. Soon she's meeting his best 
friends, Jillian and Franny, and Kate wins them over as easily 
as she did Jack. 
 
But then Kate dies. And their story should end there. 
 
Yet Kate's death sends Jack back to the beginning, the 
moment they first meet, and Kate's there again. Healthy, 
happy, and charming as ever. Jack isn't sure if he's losing his 
mind. 
 
Still, if he has a chance to prevent Kate's death, he'll take it. 
Even if that means believing in time travel. However, Jack will 
learn that his actions are not without consequences. And 
when one choice turns deadly for someone else close to him, 
he has to figure out what he's willing to do to save the people 
he loves. 

  



 

Monday's Not 
Coming 

Jackson, Tiffany D. 4.3 

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. 
Claudia and Monday have always been inseparableτmore 
sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn't turn up for the 
first day of school, Claudia's worried. 
 
When she doesn't show for the second day, or second week, 
Claudia knows that something is wrong. Monday wouldn't just 
leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last 
year's rumors and not with her grades on the line. Now 
Claudia needs her bestτand onlyτfriend more than ever. But 
Monday's mother refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, 
and Monday's sister April is even less help. 
 
As Claudia digs deeper into her friend's disappearance, she 
discovers that no one seems to remember the last time they 
saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without 
anyone noticing that she's gone? 

 

Thirteen 
Doorways, Wolves 
Behind Them All 

Ruby, Laura 4.9 

When Frankie's mother died and her father left her and her 
siblings at an orphanage in Chicago, it was supposed to be 
only temporaryτjust long enough for him to get back on his 
feet and be able to provide for them once again. That's why 
Frankie's not prepared for the day that he arrives for his 
weekend visit with a new woman on his arm and out-of-state 
train tickets in his pocket. 
 
Now Frankie and her sister, Toni, are abandoned alongside so 
many other orphansτtwo young, unwanted women doing 
everything they can to survive. 
 
And as the embers of the Great Depression are kindled into 
the fires of World War II, and the shadows of injustice, 
poverty, and death walk the streets in broad daylight, it will be 
up to Frankie to find something worth holding on to in the 
ruins of this shattered Americaτevery minute of every day 
spent wondering if the life she's able to carve out will be 
enough. 
 
I will admit I do not know the answer. But I will be watching, 
waiting to find out. 
 
That's what ghosts do. 

  



 

I'm Not Dying With 
You Tonight 

Segal, Gilly 4.3 

Over the course of one night, two girls with two very different 
backgrounds must rely on each other to get through the 
violent race riot that has enveloped their city. 
 
Lena has her killer style, her awesome boyfriend, and a plan. 
She knows she's going to make it big. Campbell, on the other 
hand, is just trying to keep her head down and get through the 
year at her new school. 
 
When both girls attend the Friday-night football game, what 
neither expects is for everything to descend into sudden mass 
chaos. Chaos born from violence and hate. Chaos that 
unexpectedly throws them together. 
 
They aren't friends. They hardly understand the other's point 
of view. But none of that matters when the city is up in flames, 
and they only have each other to rely on if they're going to 
survive the night. 

 

Prisoner B-3087 Gratz, Alan 4.9 

10 concentration camps. 10 different places where you are 
starved, tortured, and worked mercilessly. It's something no 
one could imagine surviving. But it is what Yanek Gruener has 
to face. As a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at the mercy 
of the Nazis who have taken over. Everything he has, and 
everyone he loves, have been snatched brutally from him. And 
then Yanek himself is taken prisoner τ his arm tattooed with 
the words PRISONER B-3087. He is forced from one 
nightmarish concentration camp to another, as World War II 
rages all around him. He encounters evil he could have never 
imagined, but also sees surprising glimpses of hope amid the 
horror. He just barely escapes death, only to confront it again 
seconds later. Can Yanek make it through the terror without 
losing his hope, his will τ and, most of all, his sense of who he 
really is inside? Based on an astonishing true story. 

  



 

The Girl in the 
Locked Room: A 
Ghost Story 

Hahn, Mary 
Downing 

4.3 

Ghost story master Mary Downing Hahn unrolls the 
suspenseful, spine-chilling yarn of a girl imprisoned for more 
than a century, the terrifying events that put her there, and a 
friendship that crosses the boundary between past and 
present. 

 

Stepsister Donnelly, Jennifer 4.7 

Isabelle should be blissfully happy-she's about to win the 
handsome prince. Except Isabelle isn't the beautiful girl who 
lost the glass slipper and captured the prince's heart. She's the 
ugly stepsister who cut off her toes to fit into Cinderella's shoe 
. . . which is now filling with blood. 
Isabelle tried to fit in. She cut away pieces of herself in order 
to become pretty. Sweet. More like Cinderella. But that only 
made her mean, jealous, and hollow. Now she has a chance to 
alter her destiny and prove what ugly stepsisters have always 
known: it takes more than heartache to break a girl. 
Evoking the darker, original version of the Cinderella story, 
Stepsister shows us that ugly is in the eye of the beholder, and 
uses Jennifer Donnelly's trademark wit and wisdom to send an 
overlooked character on a journey toward empowerment, 
redemption . . . and a new definition of beauty. 

  



 

A Monster Calls Ness, Patrick 4.8 

NOW A #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! An unflinching, 
darkly funny, and deeply moving story of a boy, his seriously ill 
mother, and an unexpected monstrous visitor, featuring 
stunning artwork by Jim Kay. 
 
At seven minutes past midnight, thirteen-year-old Conor 
wakes to find a monster outside his bedroom window. But it 
isn't the monster Conor's been expectingτ he's been 
expecting the one from his nightmare, the nightmare he's had 
nearly every night since his mother started her treatments. 
The monster in his backyard is different. It's ancient. And wild. 
And it wants something from Conor. Something terrible and 
dangerous. It wants the truth. From the final idea of award-
winning author Siobhan Dowdτ whose premature death from 
cancer prevented her from writing it herselfτ Patrick Ness has 
spun a haunting and darkly funny novel of mischief, loss, and 
monsters both real and imagined. 

 

Slider Hautman, Pete 4.3 

Competitive eating vies with family expectations in a funny, 
heartfelt novel for middle-grade readers by National Book 
Award winner Pete Hautman. 
 
David can eat an entire sixteen-inch pepperoni pizza in four 
minutes and thirty-six seconds. Not bad. But he knows he can 
do better. In fact, he'll have to do better: he's going to 
compete in the Super Pigorino Bowl, the world's greatest 
pizza-eating contest, and he has to win it, because he 
borrowed his mom's credit card and accidentally put $2,000 
on it. So he really needs that prize money. Like, yesterday. As 
if training to be a competitive eater weren't enough, he's also 
got to keep an eye on his little brother, Mal (who, if the family 
believed in labels, would be labeled autistic, but they don't, so 
they just label him Mal). And don't even get started on the 
new weirdness going on between his two best friends, Cyn 
and HeyMan. Master talent Pete Hautman has whipped up a 
rich narrative shot through with equal parts humor and 
tenderness, and the result is a middle-grade novel too 
delicious to put down. 

  



 

Speak Anderson, Laurie 
Halse 

4.5 

"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to 
say." From the first moment of her freshman year at 
Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of 
the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, outcast, 
because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the 
cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As 
time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically 
stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, 
and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally 
able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she 
was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends 
Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process 
has just begun when she has another violent encounter with 
him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, 
and thereby achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse 
Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with 
a bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world 
of high school. She speaks for many a disenfranchised 
teenager while demonstrating the importance of speaking up 
for oneself. 

  



 

Tristan Strong 
Punches a Hole in 
the Sky 

Mbalia, Kwame 4.8 

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents Kwame Mbalia's epic 
fantasy, a middle grade American Gods set in a richly-
imagined world populated with African American folk heroes 
and West African gods. Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels 
anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend 
when they were in a bus accident together. All he has left of 
Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in. Tristan is 
dreading the month he's going to spend on his grandparents' 
farm in Alabama, where he's being sent to heal from the 
tragedy. But on his first night there, a sticky creature shows up 
in his bedroom and steals Eddie's notebook. Tristan chases 
after itτis that a doll?τand a tug-of-war ensues between 
them underneath a Bottle Tree. In a last attempt to wrestle 
the journal out of the creature's hands, Tristan punches the 
tree, accidentally ripping open a chasm into the MidPass, a 
volatile place with a burning sea, haunted bone ships, and iron 
monsters that are hunting the inhabitants of this world. 
Tristan finds himself in the middle of a battle that has left 
black American folk heroes John Henry and Brer Rabbit 
exhausted. In order to get back home, Tristan and these new 
allies will need to entice the god Anansi, the Weaver, to come 
out of hiding and seal the hole in the sky. But bartering with 
the trickster Anansi always comes at a price. Can Tristan save 
this world before he loses more of the things he loves? 

  



 

Sal & Gabi Break 
the Universe 

Hernandez, Carlos 4.9 

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents a brilliant sci-fi romp 
with Cuban influence that poses this question: What would 
you do if you had the power to reach through time and space 
and retrieve anything you want, including your mother, who is 
no longer living (in this universe, anyway)? How did a raw 
chicken get inside Yasmany's locker? When Sal Vidon meets 
Gabi Real for the first time, it isn't under the best of 
circumstances. Sal is in the principal's office for the third time 
in three days, and it's still the first week of school. Gabi, 
student council president and editor of the school paper, is 
there to support her friend Yasmany, who just picked a fight 
with Sal. She is determined to prove that somehow, Sal 
planted a raw chicken in Yasmany's locker, even though 
nobody saw him do it and the bloody poultry has since 
mysteriously disappeared. Sal prides himself on being an 
excellent magician, but for this sleight of hand, he relied on a 
talent no one would guess . . . except maybe Gabi, whose 
sharp eyes never miss a trick. When Gabi learns that he's 
capable of conjuring things much bigger than a chickenτ
including his dead motherτand she takes it all in stride, Sal 
knows that she is someone he can work with. There's only one 
slight problem: their manipulation of time and space could put 
the entire universe at risk. A sassy entropy sweeper, a 
documentary about wedgies, a principal who wears a 
Venetian bauta mask, and heaping platefuls of Cuban food are 
just some of the delights that await in his mind-blowing novel 
gift-wrapped in love and laughter. 
 

 

The Best at It Pancholy, Maulik 4.0 

Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town in 
Indiana. The start of middle school is making him feel 
increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in the whole world, 
his grandfather, Bhai, gives him some well-meaning advice: 
Find one thing you're really good at and become the BEST at it. 
 
Those four little words sear themselves into Rahul's brain. 
While he's not quite sure what that special thing is, he is 
convinced that once he finds it, bullies like Brent Mason will 
stop torturing him at school. And he won't be worried about 
staring too long at his classmate Justin Emery. With his best 
friend, Chelsea, by his side, Rahul is ready to crush this 
challenge.... But what if he discovers he isn't the best at 
anything? 
 
Funny, charming, and incredibly touching, this is a story about 
friendship, family, and the courage it takes to live your truth. 



 

Look Both Ways: A 
Tale Told in Ten 
Blocks 

Reynolds, Jason 4.8 

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a 
school bus falling from the sky. But no one saw it happen. 
They were all too busyτ 
 
Talking about boogers. 
Stealing pocket change. 
Skateboarding. 
Wiping out. 
Braving up. 
Executing complicated handshakes. 
Planning an escape. 
Making jokes. 
Lotioning up. 
Finding comfort. 
But mostly, too busy walking home. 
 
Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what 
happens after the dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves 
them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the 
detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 

 

House Arrest Holt, K.A. 4.0 

Timothy is on probation. It's a strange wordτsomething that 
happens to other kids, to delinquents, not to kids like him. And 
yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must check 
in weekly with a probation officer and a therapist, and keep a 
journal for an entire year. And mostly, he has to stay out of 
trouble. But when he must take drastic measures to help his 
struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more difficult 
than Timothy ever thought it would be. By turns touching and 
funny, and always original, House Arrest is a middlegrade 
novel in verse about one boy's path to redemption as he 
navigates life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one 
tough probation officer. 

  



 

Genesis Begins 
Again 

Williams, Alicia D. 4.5 

This deeply sensitive and powerful debut novel tells the story 
of a thirteen-year-old who must overcome internalized racism 
and a verbally abusive family to finally learn to love herself. 
There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She 
knows the exact number because she keeps a list. Like #95: 
Because her skin is so dark, people call her charcoal and 
eggplantτeven her own family. And #61: Because her family 
is always being put out of their house, belongings laid out on 
the sidewalk for the world to see. When your dad is a 
gambling addict and loses the rent money every month, 
eviction is a regular occurrence. 
 
What's not so regular is that this time they all don't have a 
place to crash, so Genesis and her mom have to stay with her 
grandma. It's not that Genesis doesn't like her grandma, but 
she and Mom always fightτGrandma haranguing Mom to 
leave Dad, that she should have gone back to school, that if 
she'd married a lighter skinned man none of this would be 
happening, and on and on and on. But things aren't all bad. 
Genesis actually likes her new school; she's made a couple 
friends, her choir teacher says she has real talent, and she 
even encourages Genesis to join the talent show. 
 
But how can Genesis believe anything her teacher says when 
her dad tells her the exact opposite? How can she stand up in 
front of all those people with her dark, dark skin knowing even 
her own family thinks lesser of her because of it? Why, why, 
why won't the lemon or yogurt or fancy creams lighten her 
skin like they're supposed to? And when Genesis reaches #100 
on the list of things she hates about herself, will she continue 
on, or can she find the strength to begin again? 

  



 

Wishtree Applegate, 
Katherine 

4.2 

Trees can't tell jokes, but they can certainly tell stories. . . . 
 
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the 
neighborhood "wishtree"τpeople write their wishes on 
pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with her 
crow friend Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in Red's 
hollows, this "wishtree" watches over the neighborhood. 
 
You might say Red has seen it all. Until a new family moves in. 
Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experiences as a 
wishtree are more important than ever. 
 
Funny, deep, warm, and nuanced, Wishtree is Newbery 
Medalist and New York Timesςbestselling author Katherine 
Applegate at her very bestτwriting from the heart, and from 
a completely unexpected point of view. 

 

Just Ask! Be 
Different, Be 
Brave, Be You 

Sotomayor, Sonia 4.1 

Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But in the 
same way that different types of plants and flowers make a 
garden more beautiful and enjoyable, different types of 
people make our world more vibrant and wonderful. 
In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor celebrates the different abilities kids (and people 
of all ages) have. Using her own experience as a child who was 
diagnosed with diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about 
children with all sorts of challengesτand looks at the special 
powers those kids have as well. As the kids work together to 
build a community garden, asking questions of each other 
along the way, this book encourages readers to do the same: 
When we come across someone who is different from us but 
we're not sure why, all we have to do is Just Ask. 

  



 

Nemesis Reichs, Brendan 4.3 

It's been happening since Min was eight. Every two years, on 
her birthday, a strange man finds her and murders her in cold 
blood. But hours later, she wakes up in a clearing just outside 
her tiny Idaho hometownτalone, unhurt, and with all 
evidence of the horrifying crime erased. 
 
Across the valley, Noah just wants to be like everyone else. 
But he's not. Nightmares of murder and death plague him, 
though he does his best to hide the signs. But when the world 
around him begins to spiral toward panic and destruction, 
Noah discovers that people have been lying to him his whole 
life. Everything changes in an eye blink. 
 
For the planet has a bigger problem. The Anvil, an enormous 
asteroid threatening all life on Earth, leaves little room for two 
troubled teens. Yet on her sixteenth birthday, as she cowers in 
her bedroom, hoping not to die for the fifth time, Min has had 
enough. She vows to discover what is happening in Fire Lake 
and uncovers a lifetime of lies: a vast conspiracy involving the 
sixty-four students of her sophomore class, one that may be 
even more sinister than the murders. 

 

Lucky Broken Girl Behar, Ruth 4.2 

In this unforgettable multicultural coming-of-age narrativeτ
based on the author's childhood in the 1960sτa young 
Cuban-Jewish immigrant girl is adjusting to her new life in New 
York City when her American dream is suddenly derailed. 
Ruthie's plight will intrigue readers, and her powerful story of 
strength and resilience, full of color, light, and poignancy, will 
stay with them for a long time. 
 
Ruthie Mizrahi and her family recently emigrated from 
Castro's Cuba to New York City. Just when she's finally 
beginning to gain confidence in her mastery of Englishτand 
enjoying her reign as her neighborhood's hopscotch queenτa 
horrific car accident leaves her in a body cast and confined her 
to her bed for a long recovery. As Ruthie's world shrinks 
because of her inability to move, her powers of observation 
and her heart grow larger and she comes to understand how 
fragile life is, how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and 
how friends, neighbors, and the power of the arts can sweeten 
even the worst of times. 

  



 

Lety Out Loud Cervantes, Angela 4.5 

Can Lety find her voice before it's too late? 
Lety Muñoz's first language is Spanish, and she likes to take 
her time putting her words together. She loves volunteering at 
the animal shelter because the dogs and cats there don't care 
if she can't always find the right words. When the shelter 
needs a volunteer to write animal profiles, Lety jumps at the 
chance. 
But classmate Hunter also wants to write profiles-so he 
devises a competition to determine the official shelter scribe. 
Whoever gets their animals adopted the fastest wins. Lety 
agrees, but she's worried that if the shelter finds out about the 
contest, they'll kick her out of the volunteer program. Then 
she'll never be able to adopt Spike, her favorite dog at the 
shelter! 

 

Scary Stories for 
Young Foxes 

Heidicker, 
Christian McKay 

4.4 

The haunted season has arrived in the Antler Wood. No fox kit 
is safe. 
 
When Mia and Uly are separated from their litters, they 
discover a dangerous world full of monsters. In order to find a 
den to call home, they must venture through field and forest, 
facing unspeakable things that dwell in the darkness: a zombie 
who hungers for their flesh, a witch who tries to steal their 
skins, a ghost who hunts them through the snow . . . and other 
things too scary to mention. 
 
Featuring eight interconnected stories and sixteen hauntingly 
beautiful illustrations, Scary Stories for Young Foxes contains 
the kinds of adventures and thrills you love to listen to beside 
a campfire in the dark of night. Fans of Neil Gaiman, Jonathan 
Auxier, and R. L. Stine have found their next favorite book. 

  



 

Whoosh! Lonnie 
Johnson's Super-
Soaking Stream of 
Inventions 

Barton, Chris 4.7 

A cool idea with a big splash   You know the Super Soaker. It's 
one of top twenty toys of all time. And it was invented entirely 
by accident. Trying to create a new cooling system for rockets, 
impressive inventor Lonnie Johnson instead created the 
mechanics for the iconic toy.   A love for rockets, robots, 
inventions, and a mind for creativity began early in Lonnie 
Johnson's life. Growing up in a house full of brothers and 
sisters, persistence and a passion for problem solving became 
the cornerstone for a career as an engineer and his work with 
NASA. But it is his invention of the Super Soaker water gun 
that has made his most memorable splash with kids and 
adults. 

 

Trouble Is a Friend 
of Mine 

Tromly, Stephanie 4.3 

When Philip Digby first shows up on her doorstep, Zoe 
Webster is not impressed. He's rude and he treats her like a 
book he's already read and knows the ending to. But before 
she knows it, Digbyτannoying, brilliant and 
somehow...attractive? Digbyτhas dragged her into a series of 
hilarious and dangerous situations all related to an 
investigation into the kidnapping of a local teenage girl. A 
kidnapping that may be connected to the tragic disappearance 
of his own sister eight years ago. 
When it comes to Digby, Zoe just can't say no. Digby gets her, 
even though she barely gets herself. But is Digby a hero, or is 
his manic quest an indication of a desperate attempt to repair 
his broken family and exercise his own obsessive compulsive 
tendencies? 
A romance where the leading man is decidedly unromantic, a 
crime novel where catching the crook isn't the only hook, a 
friendship story where they aren't even sure they like each 
otherτthis is a contemporary debut with razor-sharp 
dialogue, ridiculously funny action, and the most charismatic 
dynamic duo you've ever met. 

  



 

Crazy Messy 
Beautiful 

Arcos, Carrie 4.4 

When your namesake is Pablo Nerudaτthe greatest love poet 
of all timeτfinding "the one" should be easy. After all, 
sixteen-year-old aspiring artist Neruda Diaz has been in love 
many times before. So it's only a matter of time before 
someone loves him back. 
 
Callie could be that someone. She's creative and edgy, and 
nothing like the girls Neruda typically falls for, so when a 
school assignment brings them together, he is pleasantly 
surprised to learn they have a lot in common. With his true 
love in reach and his artistic ambitions on track, everything is 
finally coming together. 
 
But as Neruda begins to fall faster and harder than ever 
before, he is blindsided by the complicated nature of loveτ
and artτin more ways than one. And when the relationships 
he's looked to for guidance threaten to implode, Neruda must 
confront the reality that love is crazier, messier, and more 
beautiful than he ever realizedτand riskier, too, than simply 
saying the words. 

 

How the Cookie 
Crumbled: The 
True (and Not-So-
True) Stories of the 
Invention of the 
Chocolate Chip 
Cookie 

Ford, Gilbert 4.8 

In this unique and clever picture book, Gilbert Ford sheds a 
little light on everyone's favorite sweet treatτthe chocolate 
chip cookieτand reminds readers everywhere that just 
because a story is told doesn't mean it's true. 
Crunch! Crunch! Crunch! 
Mmmmm! 
 
Everyone loves chocolate chip cookies! But not everyone 
knows where they came from. Meet Ruth Wakefield, the 
talented chef and entrepreneur who started a restaurant, 
wrote a cookbook, and invented this delicious dessert. But just 
how did she do it, you ask? That's where things get messy! 
 
So sit back and grab a cookie to read a storyτor threeτabout 
how this round, crispy, chocolatey piece of perfection came to 
be. Which tale is true? Well, what do you think? 

  



 

Each Tiny Spark Cartaya, Pablo 4.4 

Emilia Torres has a wandering mind. It's hard for her to follow 
along at school, and sometimes she forgets to do what her 
mom or abuela asks. But she remembers what matters: a time 
when her family was whole and home made sense. When Dad 
returns from deployment, Emilia expects that her life will get 
back to normal. Instead, it unravels. 
Dad shuts himself in the back stall of their family's auto shop 
to work on an old car. Emilia peeks in on him daily, 
mesmerized by his welder. One day, Dad calls Emilia over. 
Then, he teaches her how to weld. And over time, flickers of 
her old dad reappear. 
But as Emilia finds a way to repair the relationship with her 
father at home, her community ruptures with some of her 
classmates, like her best friend, Gus, at the center of the 
conflict. 

 

Defy Me Mafi, Tahereh 4.7 

Juliette Ferrars isn't who she thinks she is. 
 
Nothing in her world is what it seemed. She thought she'd 
finally defeated the Reestablishment. She thought she'd finally 
taken control of her life, her power, and her pain. But Juliette 
has only just begun to unravel a lifetime of lies, and she finds 
herself faced with a familiar choice: 
 
Be a weapon. Or be a warrior. 
 
This time, she's not alone. Stronger, braver, and more resilient 
than ever, Juliette will fight for life and love with her friends by 
her sideτbut first, she has to survive the war being waged 
against her mind: 
 
She has to remember who she was. 

  



 

Muse and Reverie de Lint, Charles 4.8 

From the master of contemporary urban fantasy, a new 
collection of "Newford" stories 
 
The city of Newford could be any city in North America, 
bursting with music, commerce, art, love, hate, and, of course 
magic. Magic in the sidewalk cracks, myth at the foundations 
of its great buildings, enchantment in the spaces between its 
people. 
 
In novels like Moonheart, Forests of the Heart, The Onion Girl, 
and The Mystery of Grace, and in a series of story collections, 
urban fantasy master Charles de Lint has explored that magic 
and those spaces, bringing to life a tapestry of people from all 
walks of life, each looking for a spark of the miraculous to 
shape their lives and transform their fate. 
 
In Muse and Reverie, the fifth of the story collections, we 
reencounter old friends such as Jilly, Sophie, and the Crow 
Girls. We breathe in intimations of the world beyond death, 
and of magic beyond time. Longtime readers and newcomers 
alike will find themselves under Charles de Lint's unique spell. 

  



 

Small Spaces Arden, Katherine 4.1 

After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie only finds 
solace in books. So when she happens upon a crazed woman 
at the river threatening to throw a book into the water, Ollie 
doesn't thinkτshe just acts, stealing the book and running 
away. As she begins to read the slender volume, Ollie 
discovers a chilling story about a girl named Beth, the two 
brothers who both loved her, and a peculiar deal made with 
"the smiling man," a sinister specter who grants your most 
tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price. 
Ollie is captivated by the tale until her school trip the next day 
to Smoke Hollow, a local farm with a haunting history all its 
own. There she stumbles upon the graves of the very people 
she's been reading about. Could it be the story about the 
smiling man is true? Ollie doesn't have too long to think about 
the answer to that. On the way home, the school bus breaks 
down, sending their teacher back to the farm for help. But the 
strange bus driver has some advice for the kids left behind in 
his care: "Best get moving. At nightfall they'll come for the rest 
of you." Nightfall is, indeed, fast descending when Ollie's 
previously broken digital wristwatch, a keepsake reminder of 
better times, begins a startling countdown and delivers a 
terrifying message: RUN. 
Only Ollie and two of her classmates heed the bus driver's 
warning. As the trio head out into the woodsτbordered by a 
field of scarecrows that seem to be watching themτthe bus 
driver has just one final piece of advice for Ollie and her 
friends: "Avoid large places. Keep to small." 
And with that, a deliciously creepy and hair-raising adventure 
begins. 

  



 

Maybe This Time West, Kasie 4.1 

One year. Nine events. Nine chances to . . . fall in love? 
Weddings. Funerals. Barbecues. New Year's Eve parties. Name 
the occasion, and Sophie Evans will be there. Well, she has to 
be there. Sophie works for the local florist, so she can be 
found at every big event in her small hometown, arranging 
bouquets and managing family dramas. 
Enter Andrew Hart. The son of the fancy new chef in town, 
Andrew is suddenly required to attend all the same events as 
Sophie. Entitled, arrogant, preppy Andrew. Sophie just wants 
to get her job done and finish up her sketches so she can apply 
to design school. But every time she turns around, there is 
Andrew, getting in her way and making her life more 
complicated. Until one day she wonders if maybe complicated 
isn't so bad after all . . . 
Told over the course of one year and following Sophie from 
event to event, this delightful novel from master of romantic 
comedy Kasie West shows how love can blossom in 
unexpected places. 

 

The Kissing Booth Reekles, Beth 4.4 

A cool, sexy romance novel written by seventeen-year-old 
British sensation Beth Reekles. 
Meet Rochelle "Elle" Evans: pretty, popularτand never been 
kissed. Meet Noah Flynn: badass, volatileτand a total player. 
When Elle decides to run a kissing booth at her school's Spring 
Carnival, she locks lips with Noah and her life is turned upside 
down. Her head says to keep away, but her heart wants to 
draw closer. This romance seems far from a fairy tale. 
Is Elle headed for heartbreak or will she get her happily ever 
after? 

  



 

Geekerella Poston, Ashley 4.6 

Part romance, part love letter to nerd culture, and all totally 
adorbs, Geekerella is a fairy tale for anyone who believes in 
the magic of fandom. Geek girl Elle Wittimer lives and 
breathes Starfield, the classic sci-fi series she grew up 
watching with her late father. So when she sees a cosplay 
contest for a new Starfield movie, she has to enter. The prize? 
An invitation to the ExcelsiCon Cosplay Ball, and a meet-and-
greet with the actor slated to play Federation Prince 
Carmindor in the reboot. With savings from her gig at the 
Magic Pumpkin food truck (and her dad's old costume), Elle's 
determined to win...unless her stepsisters get there first. 
 
Teen actor Darien Freeman used to live for consτbefore he 
was famous. Now they're nothing but autographs and 
awkward meet-and-greets. Playing Carmindor is all he's ever 
wanted, but the Starfield fandom has written him off as just 
another dumb heartthrob. As ExcelsiCon draws near, Darien 
feels more and more like a fakeτuntil he meets a girl who 
shows him otherwise. 

 

Rules for Vanishing Marshall, Kate 
Alice 

4.2 

Once a year, a road appears in the forest. And at the end of it, 
the ghost of Lucy Gallows beckons. Lucy's game isn't for the 
faint of heart. If you win, you escape with your life. But if you 
lose.... 
Sara's sister disappeared one year agoτand only Sara knows 
where she is. Becca went to find the ghost of Lucy Gallows and 
is trapped on the road that leads to her. In the sleepy town of 
Briar Glen, Lucy's road is nothing more than local lore. But 
Sara knows it's real, and she's going to find it. 
When Sara and her skeptical friends meet in the forest to 
search for Becca, the mysterious road unfurls before them. All 
they have to do is walk down it. But the path to Lucy is not of 
this world, and it has its own rules. Every mistake summons 
new horrors. Vengeful spirits and broken, angry creatures are 
waiting for them to slip, and no one is guaranteed safe 
passage. The only certainty is this: the road has a toll and it 
will be paid. 
Sara knows that if she steps onto the road, she might not 
come back. But Becca needs her. 
And Lucy is waiting. 

  



 

Five Dark Fates Blake, Kendare 4.6 

After the grim confrontation with Queen Katharine, the 
rebellion lies in tatters. Jules's legion curse has been unbound, 
and it is up to Arsinoe to find a cure, even as the responsibility 
of stopping the ravaging mist lies heavy on her shoulders, and 
her shoulders alone. Mirabella has disappeared. 
 
Katharine's reign remains intactτfor now. When Mirabella 
arrives, seemingly under a banner of truce, Katharine begins 
to yearn for the closeness that Mirabella and Arsinoe share. 
But as the two circle each other, the dead queens hiss 
cautionτMirabella is not to be trusted. 
 
In this conclusion to the Three Dark Crowns series, three 
sisters will rise to fight as the secrets of Fennbirn's history are 
laid bare. Allegiances will shift. Bonds will be tested. But the 
fate of the island lies in the hands of its queens. It always has. 

 

Sweeping Up the 
Heart 

Henkes, Kevin 4.4 

Amelia Albright dreams about going to Florida for spring break 
like everyone else in her class, but her fatherτa cranky and 
stubborn English professorτhas decided Florida is too much 
adventure. 
 
Now Amelia is stuck at home with him and her babysitter, the 
beloved Mrs. O'Brien. The week ahead promises to be boring, 
until Amelia meets Casey at her neighborhood art studio. 
Amelia has never been friends with a boy before, and the 
experience is both fraught and thrilling. When Casey claims to 
see the spirit of Amelia's mother (who died ten years before), 
the pair embarks on an altogether different journey in their 
attempt to find her. 
 
Using crisp, lyrical, literary writing and moments of humor and 
truth, award-winning author Kevin Henkes deftly captures 
how it feels to be almost thirteen. 
 
With themes of family, death, grief, creativity, and loyalty, 
Sweeping Up the Heart is for readers of Kate DiCamillo, 
Rebecca Stead, Lauren Wolk, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, and 
Pam Muñoz Ryan. 

  



 

Rapunzel: Let 
Down Your Zip 
Wire! 

Brooke, Jasmine 4.8 

Trapped in her tower, Rapunzel has nothing but time to kill 
and hair to brush. But what if she could use her long locks to 
engineer an escape? In this retelling of the classic fairy tale, 
readers will use STEM problem-solving activities to help 
Rapunzel reach her happy ending! Engaging projects, such as 
testing a strand of hair's strength against cotton thread and 
designing a zip wire, introduce readers to key STEM concepts. 
Readers will love exercising their critical thinking and creativity 
to play a part in Rapunzel's story. Charming illustrations and 
the interactive format make this innovative book a valuable 
addition to any library. 

 

Here in the Real 
World 

Pennypacker, Sara 4.5 

Ware can't wait to spend summer "off in his own world"τ
dreaming of knights in the Middle Ages and generally being 
left alone. But then his parents sign him up for dreaded Rec 
camp, where he must endure Meaningful Social Interaction 
and whatever activities so-called "normal" kids do. 
 
On his first day Ware meets Jolene, a tough, secretive girl 
planting a garden in the rubble of an abandoned church next 
to the camp. Soon he starts skipping Rec, creating a castle-like 
space of his own in the church lot. 
 
Jolene scoffs, calling him a dreamerτhe doesn't live in the 
"real world" like she does. As different as Ware and Jolene are, 
though, they have one thing in common: for them, the lot is a 
refuge. 
 
But when their sanctuary is threatened, Ware looks to the 
knights' Code of Chivalry: Thou shalt do battle against 
unfairness wherever faced with it. Thou shalt be always the 
champion of the Right and Goodτand vows to save the lot. 
 
But what does a hero look like in real life? And what can two 
misfit kids do? 

  



 

The Doughnut Fix Janowitz, Jessie 4.4 

Tristan isn't Gifted or Talented like his sister Jeanine, and he's 
always been okay with that because he can make a perfect 
chocolate chip cookie and he lives in the greatest city in the 
world. But his life takes a turn for the worse when his parents 
decide to move to middle-of-nowhere Petersvilleτa town 
with one street and no restaurants. It's like suddenly they're 
supposed to be this other family, one that can survive without 
bagels and movie theaters. 
 
His suspicions about his new town are confirmed when he's 
tricked into believing the local general store has life-changing 
chocolate cream doughnuts, when in fact the owner hasn't 
made them in years. And so begins the only thing that could 
make life in Petersville worth living: getting the recipe, making 
the doughnuts, and bringing them back to the town through 
his very own doughnut stand. But Tristan will soon discover 
that when starting a business, it helps to be both Gifted and 
Talented, and It's possible he's bitten off more than he can 
chew... 

  



 

All American Boys Reynolds, Jason 4.9 

In an unforgettable new novel from award-winning authors 
Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely, two teensτone black, one 
whiteτgrapple with the repercussions of a single violent act 
that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the 
country bitterly divided by racial tension. 
A bag of chips. That's all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for 
at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy 
cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, 
mistakes Rashad's pleadings that he's stolen nothing for 
belligerence, mistakes Rashad's resistance to leave the bodega 
as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad's every flinch at every 
punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY 
STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is 
pounding your face into the concrete pavement? 
 
But there were witnesses: Quinn Collinsτa varsity basketball 
player and Rashad's classmate who has been raised by Paul 
since his own father died in Afghanistanτand a video camera. 
Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting 
threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. 
Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been 
his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. 
And absent again. And again. And the basketball teamτhalf of 
whom are Rashad's best friendsτstart to take sides. As does 
the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to 
explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and 
consequences they had never considered before. 
 
Written in tandem by two award-winning authors, this tour de 
force shares the alternating perspectives of Rashad and Quinn 
as the complications from that single violent moment, the 
type taken from the headlines, unfold and reverberate to 
highlight an unwelcome truth. 

  



 

The Last Kids on 
Earth and the 
Zombie Parade 

Brallier, Max 4.0 

The zombies are disappearing. This might seem like a good 
thing, since zombies eat your brains, but normal human kid 
Jack Sullivan is suspicious. He keeps hearing an eerie shrieking 
noise that seems to be almost summoning the zombiesτbut 
to where, and for what (probably) foul purpose? 
 
Jack, his three best friends (maybe the only people left on 
Earth), and their pet monster Rover need to get to the bottom 
of this. Along the way they encounter a lot more than they 
bargained for, including a giant Wormungulous, a pizza parlor 
monster hangout, an ancient evil who destroys worlds, and a 
stereo system that is totally the bomb. Can Jack figure out why 
the zombies are vanishing . . . before he and his friends are 
next? 

 

Insignificant Events 
in the Life of a 
Cactus 

Bowling, Dusti 4.6 

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an 
alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the 
truth is she was born without them. And when her parents 
take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme 
park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country 
knowing that she'll have to answer the question over and over 
again. 
Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with 
Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his 
own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass 
that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. 
It's hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst 
fears. But Aven's about to discover she can do it all . . . even 
without arms. 

  



 

 

The Last Kids on 
Earth and the 
Nightmare King 

Brallier, Max 4.3 

Life after the zombie apocalypse is pretty good for 13-year-old 
Jack Sullivan: he lives in a mind-clobberingly cool tree fort with 
his best friends, speeds through town playing Real-Life Mario 
Kart, has a crew of monster buddies, battles zombies on the 
regular, and generally treats life like it's a videogame! 
 
But then Jack's friends make a startling discovery: they may 
not be the last kids on earth, after all. This is great news for 
everyone... except Jack. Once they've found other humans, his 
friends won't stick around for long! Jack's only hope for 
keeping things the way they are is to prove that everything 
here is perfect, life is crazy fun, and nothing else could be any 
better. 
 
One problem: it's hard convincing his friends that everything is 
great when they're being hunted by a monstrous Nightmare 
King and an ancient evil who won't rest until Earth has been 
devoured. Crud! Maybe life after the monster apocalypse is 
more complicated than Jack thought... 

 

Not If I Save You 
First 

Carter, Ally 4.7 

Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends forever. But 
when your dad is a Secret Service agent and your best friend is 
the president's son, sometimes life has other plans. Before she 
knows it, Maddie's dad is dragging her to a cabin in the middle 
of the Alaskan wilderness. 
No phone. 
No Iinternet. 
And not a single word from Logan. 
Maddie tells herself it's okay. After all, she's the most popular 
girl for twenty miles in any direction. She has wood to cut and 
weapons to bedazzle. Her life is full. 
Until Logan shows up six years later . . . 
And Maddie wants to kill him. 
But before that can happen, an assailant appears out of 
nowhere, knocking Maddie off a cliff and dragging Logan to 
some unknown fate. Maddie knows she could turn back- and 
get help. But the weather is turning and the terrain will only 
get more treacherous, the animals more deadly. 
Maddie still really wants to kill Logan. 
But she has to save him first. 

  


